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pleted by the 26th June. By this time the floods on the
Euphrates had subsided and the waters of the Hammar Lake
had receded, but, excepting a few hundred yards of high
ground on both sides of the river, practically the whole
country was a swamp—everywhere intersected by deep irri-
gation channels.
In this narrow belt of comparatively dry ground General
Gorrmge'd troops fought for six weary weeks, creeping
forward, yard by yard, from sodden trench to sodden trench,
in a shade temperature of 120°—a moist swampy heat—eaten
alive with insects. In his despatch, General Nixon said
" seldom, if ever, have troops been called upon to campaign
" in such trying heat ..." Nevertheless, by the 25th July,
Nasiriyeh was m his hands.
With the capture of Nasiriyeh, practically the whole of
the Basra Vilayet now came under British control, but at
the cost of a very wide dispersion of his forces. The II Indian
Army Corps was disposed in five main groups :—At Basra;
Ahwaz; Amara; Nasiriyeh; Qurna, and the lines of com-
munication on the Tigris, Euphrates and Karun.
On the Euphrates, as in Arabistan and on the Tigris,
the troops had risen to the occasion and had triumphed
over almost inconceivably adverse circumstances. General
Nixon realised that his army must have time for rest and
re-organisation. Nevertheless, stimulated by success, he
turned his thoughts again to an advance on Kut-el-Amara—a
project the Government of India was preparing to consider
favourably.
At this time, that is in August and September, the political
situation in India and the Middle East was an anxious one.
In Persia, German influence was supreme at Teheran,
everywhere anti-British propaganda was rife—the British
Kesidency at Bushire had been attacked. In reply, a small
force had been specially organised to restore the situation in
South Persia—•& force which, subsequently, was placed under
General Nixon, who was informed that he was responsible
for the defence of Bushire (two hundred miles behind his
base), but that his attitude there was to be "strictly
" defensive." To deal with the Persian situation other
detachments, too, were sent from India to Seistan, in order
to close the routes from Persia to Afghanistan via Meshed,
Birjand, Kerman and Baluchistan; while the Russians, who
had troops operating south of the Caucasus near Lake Van,
about thirty marches from Baghdad, landed a force in Persia
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